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Balwant Singh was on the gaddi during the Mutiny, when he rendered
conspicuous services, in recognition of which his successor received
a khilat and the thanks of Government, The late chief, Ranjlt Singh,
succeeded in 1864 as a minor, the State remaining under superinten-
dence till 1880. By careful management the 10 lakhs of debt with
which the State had been burdened was paid off, and 6 lakhs in
addition was spent in improvements. In 1864 an arrangement was
made for the cession, free of compensation, of all land required by
railways. In 1881 all transit dues on salt weie abolished by Raja
Ranjlt Singh, compensation to the extent of Rs. 1,000 per annum being
allowed; and in 1885 the chief abolished all remaining transit dues,
except those on opium. By an arrangement made in 1887 regarding
the collection of customs in Sailana, the Ratlam Darbar, in considera-
tion of the payment of a fixed sum yearly, waived its right to levy the
dues in Sailana territory. Raja Ranjlt Singh was created a K.C.I.E.
in 1887, and died in 1893, when his son, the present chief, Raja
Sajjan Singh, succeeded. He was educated at the Daly College at
Indore, and in 1903 joined the Imperial Cadet Corps. The State
remained under management till 1898. The chief has the titles of
His Highness and Raja, and receives a salute of n guns.

The population of the State was: (1881) 87,314, (1891) 89,160, and
(1901) 83,773. It contains one town, RATLAM (population, 36,321), the
capital; and 206 villages. Hindus number 52,288, or 62 per cent.;
Animists (chiefly Bhils), 14,002, or 16 per cent.; Musalmans, 10,693,
or 12 per cent.; and Jains, 6,452. The total population has decreased
by 6 per cent, during the last decade, while the rural population has
decreased by 17-6 per cent., owing to the effects of famine. The
density of population, excluding the town of Ratlam, is 54 persons per
square mile. The principal dialect is Malwi (or Rangri), spoken by
70 per cent, of the population. About 40 per cent, of the total are
supported by agriculture and 12 per cent, by general labour. The
Canadian Presbyterian Mission has a station in the capital. The
State was attacked by plague in 1902, 1,849 deaths occurring in the
town between November of that year and March, 1903. In 1904 there
were 2,000 deaths from the same cause.

The soil of the plateau portion of the State is mainly of the black
cotton variety, and bears good crops. Of the total area, 182 square
miles, or 20 per cent., are under cultivation, ir square miles being
irrigated ; 55 square miles, or 6 per cent., are under forest; and 388
square miles, or 43 per cent., cultivable but lying fallow; the remainder
is irreclaimable waste.

Wheat occupies 54 square miles, or 24 per cent, of the total cropped
area;y'0zoflr, 46 square miles, or 21 per cent.; maize, 25 square miles,
or ii per cent.; gram, 23 square miles, or 10 per cent.; cotton,